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TRIBUTE TO LOUISIANA WWII 

VETERANS 
∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I am 
proud to honor a group of 94 World War 
II veterans from Louisiana who are 
traveling to Washington, DC, this 
weekend to visit the various memorials 
and monuments that recognize the sac-
rifices of our Nation’s invaluable serv-
ice members. 

Louisiana HonorAir, a group based in 
Lafayette, LA, is sponsoring this Sat-
urday’s trip to the Nation’ s Capital. 
The organization is honoring each sur-
viving World War II Louisiana veteran 
by giving them an opportunity to see 
the memorials dedicated to their serv-
ice. On this trip, the veterans will visit 
the World War II, Korea, Vietnam and 
Iwo Jima memorials. They will also 
travel to Arlington National Cemetery 
to lay a wreath on the Tomb of the Un-
knowns. 

This is the eighth flight Louisiana 
HonorAir has made to Washington, 
DC., and there will be one additional 
flight this spring. 

World War II was one of America’s 
greatest triumphs, but was also a con-
flict rife with individual sacrifice and 
tragedy. More than 60 million people 
worldwide were killed, including 40 
million civilians, and more than 400,000 
American service members were slain 
during the long war. The ultimate vic-
tory over enemies in the Pacific and in 
Europe is a testament to the valor of 
American soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
marines. The years 1941 to 1945 also 
witnessed an unprecedented mobiliza-
tion of domestic industry, which sup-
plied our military on two distant 
fronts. 

In Louisiana, there remain today 
more than 40,000 living WWII veterans, 
and each one has a heroic tale of 
achieving the noble victory of freedom 
over tyranny. Veterans in this 
HonorAir group range in age from 79 to 
91. They began their service as early as 
1939, before the bombing of Pearl Har-
bor, and some members of this group 
served as late as 1976. They served in 
various branches of the military—37 
members in the Army; 17 in the Army 
Air Corps, including one in the Wom-
en’s Air Corps; 28 in the Navy; 3 in the 
Naval Reserve; 4 in the Marines; 1 in 
the Marine Corps Reserve; 2 in the Mer-
chant Marines; and 2 in the U.S. Coast 
Guard. 

Our heroes served across the globe in 
the Pacific, Atlantic, Asiatic Pacific 
and China Burma India theaters. Oth-
ers served in North Africa, Japan, 
Korea, the islands of the South Pacific 
and in other areas of Europe and state-
side. Our service members battled at 
Iwo Jima, Guadalcanal, Okinawa, 
Saipan, Tinian and the Solomon Is-
lands. 

Many of these veterans earned Purple 
Hearts, Bronze Star Medals and Croix 
de Guerre medals. They served on fa-
mous battleships such as USS North 
Carolina, and they participated in the 
liberation of the Philippines. 

I ask the Senate to join me in hon-
oring these 94 veterans, all Louisiana 

heroes, that we welcome to Washington 
this weekend and Louisiana HonorAir 
for making these trips a reality.∑ 
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HONORING TRANS-TECH 
INDUSTRIES 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commend the immeasurable 
contributions of a small Maine com-
pany both to its industry and commu-
nity. Trans-Tech Industries is an inno-
vative manufacturer of aluminum 
tanks and trailers which are used to 
transport fuel and petroleum products. 
In addition to leading its field, Trans- 
Tech has given back to the city of 
Brewer, ME, in countless ways. 

Trans-Tech is a shining model for 
companies seeking to compete in the 
demanding global marketplace. Found-
ed in 1984, the company set out with a 
simple goal: strengthen existing mod-
els of aluminum tanks to become safer 
and more convenient for the operator. 
Trans-Tech originally began operations 
in a converted storage unit in the sea-
side town of Southwest Harbor. During 
its early years, Trans-Tech manufac-
tured tanks and trailers as well as alu-
minum boats. But company president 
Ken Peters found it difficult to produce 
the number of tanks for which he had 
hoped, and he continually increased ef-
forts to make more tanks. In 1999, 
Trans-Tech finally moved to a location 
in Brewer’s East-West Industrial Park 
that better suited the company’s needs. 

Since relocating to Brewer, Trans- 
Tech’s tank production has soared. The 
company presently makes between 400 
and 500 tanks each year, as opposed to 
the less than 100 it previously pro-
duced, and revenues have increased 
threefold. Moreover, the company con-
tinues to improve and expand. Besides 
its state-of-the-art 43,000 square foot 
production facility, Trans-Tech added 
an adjacent 7,200 square foot building 
in 2004, allowing it to focus on the 
manufacturing of specialty trailers. 
Trans-Tech was additionally able to re-
alize its goal of developing aircraft re-
fuelers that range from 1,000 to 10,000 
gallons each which are now in use at 
airports across the country, showing 
how Trans-Tech has made the most of 
its new opportunities. 

While Trans-Tech certainly produces 
high quality tanks and trailers, the 
firm and its over 60 employees are also 
a good neighbor, donating time and re-
sources to many area organizations 
and charities. Trans-Tech’s commit-
ment to the community is visible with 
its assistance to The Salvation Army; 
the company’s sponsoring a youth 
hockey team; and its major participa-
tion in the Brewer Days and Brewer 
Winterfest, two well-attended annual 
community events. 

One of Trans-Tech’s most recogniz-
able efforts is its involvement with the 
Bangor Area Homeless Shelter. Mr. Pe-
ters serves on the shelter’s board of di-
rectors, and he and Trans-Tech con-
stantly provide the shelter with needed 
supplies such as furniture and food. 

They even donated a new air condi-
tioner for the hot summer months. Mr. 
Peters also serves as a board member 
on the Brewer Economic Development 
Corporation and he is a founding mem-
ber of the Penobscot Landing Com-
mittee, which is aimed at revitalizing 
the historic Brewer waterfront. He is 
also the 2008 recipient of the Gov-
ernor’s Service Award as chosen by the 
Maine Commission for Community 
Service, a fitting acknowledgement of 
the devotion he and Trans-Tech have 
shown to improving the well-being of 
Brewer. 

Through its unyielding pledge to 
both business and community, Trans- 
Tech sets a high bar for companies 
seeking to succeed in all facets. Ken 
Peters inspires his employees, and they 
in turn help make Brewer a better 
community in which to live. He also 
gives back to his employees in numer-
ous ways, including providing them 
with a raise to help them manage ris-
ing gas prices. The firm’s magnani-
mous spirit truly flows from the top, 
and it is something to be celebrated. I 
congratulate Trans-Tech Industries on 
all it does, and wish the company well 
in the future.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL J. 
BARTLETT 

∑ Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I wish 
to pay tribute to Michael J. Bartlett, 
supervisor of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service New England Field Office, who 
is retiring after four decades of exem-
plary public service. My home State of 
New Hampshire, the New England re-
gion, and our Nation have benefitted 
greatly from Mike’s efforts as a tire-
less defender of our natural resources. 

After completing military service 
over 37 years ago, Mike joined the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service as a staff bi-
ologist. Prior to his current role, he 
served as a project leader in the New 
Jersey Ecological Services Office, 
Northeast regional chief of field oper-
ations, and Northeast deputy assistant 
regional director. 

Like any good steward, Mike has left 
things better than he found them in 
each of these positions. Throughout his 
time with the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, Mike has fostered accountability, 
efficiency, and teamwork. For his ac-
complishments in strengthening em-
ployee-supervisor relationships and im-
proving overall employee satisfaction, 
Mike was honored with the Fish and 
Wildlife Service Northeast Region’s 
‘‘Invest in People’’ award. 

Mike’s leadership and collaborative 
approach to natural resource protec-
tion are widely respected. As Super-
visor of the New England Field Office, 
Mike has minimized the adversarial 
nature of his office’s regulatory role 
and repeatedly brought parties to-
gether for mutually beneficial out-
comes. At the same time, Mike has 
been unwavering in his dedication to 
natural resource protection. 

Mike was instrumental in complex 
and lengthy negotiations with the 
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